THE MAN I KNEW

George remarked that he did not consider a decisive victory
there was possible. Douglas pointed out, however, the state
of the enemy after the tremendous efforts we had made and
the success we had achieved in the last six months* fighting,
and that our position there would be much weakened by
sending guns to Italy and ammunition to Russia, He also
pointed out that after the heavy fighting that his troops had
been through his divisions were being trained for the next
offensive, which had in fact been prepared for the following
year. Mr, Lloyd George, however, was determined to have
his own way and withdraw the troops from France regard-
less of consequences.

There was a rumour going about that Germany might
violate Switzerland's neutrality in order to attack France or
Italy from that quarter, and General Joffre wanted to move
troops to meet the situation. Douglas, however, thought
that to do so would upset the present plans, and if the occa-
sion arose support could be given to any ally that needed it
by attacking strongly at some other point.

Before returning to France Douglas again went to see the
King. His Majesty urged him to take a little leave now that
he had the opportunity.

During Douglas's absence in London General Nivelle
had been appointed to succeed Joffre. Douglas was anxious
to meet him and asked him to dinner on the i9th. He thought
General Nivelle was an intelligent man who seemed to know
his work.

As soon as possible after his return Douglas resumed his
visits to his troops and found all his men in the best of
spirits. He wrote to me and asked if I thought the people at
home fully realised what a splendid army they had, and
discoursed on what could be done with such men when they
were properly trained. He was always so proud of his men
and thought so highly of theiru

I seat out to Douglas at Christmas some rather fine
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